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Down and dirty i

Saturdayin
the park:

At left, Natalie
Fernandez, 12,
of Weston, and
Angelica
Escobar, 11, of

~ Coral Springs,
pick up trash at
John U. Lloyd
Beach State
Parkin Dania
Beach. The girls
were among
hundreds who
participated
Saturdayin
Broward's 33rd
annual Water-
~way Cleanup.

n Dania Beach
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Ginny Dixon, correspondent

Politics may derail ethics proposal

By Robert Samuels
THE MIAMI HERALD

The bill seemed like a no-brainer:
asking Broward voters if they would
like an anti-corruption unit to investi-

. gate public officials behaving badly.

But now, some say, the proposal
mlﬁg:ht be endangered by politics it-
self.

The Broward delegation will try
again Wednesday to smooth out

lumps in a bill that could create a
Broward inspector general. Last
week’s meeting on the topic turned
testy, with name-calling, audible
groans and doubts raised over
whether the office is necessary. The
county’s lawmakers agree someone
needs to keep a closer watch on un-
scrupulous practices by officials.
Broward’s reputation became
tarnished last year following indict-

+ ments of School Board member Bev-

erly Gallagher, County Commis-

sioner Josephus Eggelletion and for-
mer Miramar Commissioner Fitzroy
Salesman on corruption charges.
Broward’s ethics commission re-
quested the state delegation craft a
bill for an inspector general — with
Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, a Republican
who heads the Legislature’s finance
and tax council, taking the lead.
That, some say, may be why the
popular measure has gone awry. She
is the lone Republican in the delega-
tion — and running for a Senate seat

'in a district that has a growing num-

ber of residents leaning left.

“Thave to say that if there were two
Democrats sponsoring this bill, I
don’t think it would be so difficult,”
said Rep. Ari Abraham Porth, D-Cor-
al Springs, who leads the delegation
and filed the bill.

Bogdanoff, who is vying to suc-
ceed Sen. Jeff Atwater, has promi-
nently marketed her advocacy of the
bill on her website. A February blog

post declared that she was confident
the bill would pass after the delega-
tion overwhelmingly supported the
idea.

At the most recent delegation
meeting, Bogdanoff expected to fin-
ish crafting the bill. But Rep. Jim
Waldman, a Democrat who repre-
sents Coconut Creek, accused of her
of trying to push her “political ambi-
tions” on the back of an ethics reform
proposal.

He called the bill poorly put to-
gether and “Republican.” Bogdanoff
accused him of being “high-mainte-
nance” and “adversarial.”

Rep. Franklin Sands of Weston —
the House Democratic leader —
called Waldman out of order. But
Waldman’s tirade was persuasive
enough to delay a vote that would
have sent the bill to a committee

hearing.

“I'm not sure we can get it passed,””

Bogdanoff said after the meeting.




